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Preliminary Note: This office action includes new grounds of rejection under 35 USC 
101, not necessitated by amendment. Accordingly, this action is made non-final. 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor^subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 10-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is non- 
statutory. 

(All references to "State "Street" refer to State Street Bank &Trust Co. v. Signature 
Financial Grouping 149 F. 3d 1368, 1374, 47 USPQ2d 1596, 1601-02 (Fed. Cir. 1998) 

Claims 10. 14. 16: Claims 10, 14 and 16 set forth a computer implemented method of 
generating query language statements. The last line of the claim indicates that the statements 
may be run to return the desired result set. Since these claims do not positively require the result 
set to be produced, the claims may not produce a tangible result, as required in State Street. 
Accordingly, the claims are non-statutory. 

Claims 11-13, 15 and 18-19: Depend on claim 10. 

Claim 17: Depends on claim 16. 

Claims 20. 23 and 24: Each of these claims are addressed to a tangible medium having a 
processor readable program embodied thereon. Since the claims do not define the tangible 
medium as computer readable, the program cannot actually be read or executed by a computer, 
thus failing to produce a useful result as required in State Street. Additionally, the claims do not 
define the production of a result set, so the claims also fail to define the tangible result required 
by State Street. For these two reasons, the claims are non-statutory. 
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Claim 21: Claim 21 is addressed to a method of generating a query language statement 
which is neither defined as being a program encoded on computer readable media or defining the 
production of a result set. Accordingly, the claims do not define a tangible result as required in 
State Street. 

Claim 22: Depends on claim 21. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Buteau (U.S. 
Patent 6,442,557). 

The reasons for this rejection were set forth in the office action of March 10, 2006 and 
are hereby incorporated by reference. 

Remarks 

Applicant's arguments have been considered. 

Applicant's remarks are primarily directed to the first and second paragraphs of claim 1, 
and applicant generally argues that Buteau does not teach the features set forth in these first and 
second paragraphs. 

Examiner maintains that Buteau teaches all the recited features of claim 1, as well as the 
remaining claims of record. 
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With respect to claim 1 in particular, the syntax pattern selector is readable on the query 
itself, shown in FIG. 9. A query functions to retrieve results, the results being the selected 
syntax pattern. The desired functions are simply the commands set forth in the query, such as 
SELECT, FROM and WHERE. The syntax standard is the language in which the query is 
written, namely SQL (col. 22, lines 35-36). The syntax standard serves as the basis for query 
statements. 

The statement assembly module is the graphical user interface of FIG. 9. The graphical 
interface is used to create and fill (i.e. populate) the various portions of the query. The argument 
data set are the various requested attributes in the query, such as"Type_l .TypeName", 
"InfoType.TypeName", etc. The desired data set can be other attributes in the query, such as 
those defined in the ORDER BY command line, but the phrase "desired data set" is so broad it 
could refer to any command in the query, any predicate in the query, or even the search result. 

The query language statement illustrated in Fig. 9 is run against relational data to return 
query results. 

This action is made non-final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 
telephone number (571) 272-4084. 

Sam Rimell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2164 




